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AGRICULTURAL PRICES AND OTHER CURRENT ITEMS 


NORTH CAROLINA PRICES 
RECEIVED INDEX DOWN 1 POINT 


The ‘All Farm Products’? index 
of prices received by North Carolina 
farmers at local markets dropped 1 
point during the month ended February 
15. ‘All commodity indexes except 
grains and miscellaneous crops de- 
clined or remained unchanged during 
the month. The February 15 ‘*All Farm 
Products’’ index of 265 compares with 
an index of 293 a year ago and an index 
of 314 on February 15, 1951. (See 
table on page 4). 

The grains commodity index in- 
creased | point due to slightly higher 
prices for corn, wheat and oats. These 
price increases more than offset slight- 
ly lower prices for barley and rye. 

There were no price changes for 
cotton and cottonseed, hence the in- 
dex was unchanged from the previous 
month. 

The meat animals index decreased 
8 points as a result of lower prices for 
beef cattle and lambs. Prices received 
for hogs, veal calves and sheep were 
slightly higher than last month. 

The poultry index decreased 32 
points due to lower prices for chickens 
and eggs. 

Lower prices for wholesale milk 
caused the dairy products index to drop 
3 points. 

The ratio of prices received by 
North Carolina farmers to prices paid 
by U. S. farmers increased 1 point dur- 
ing the month ended February 15, 


MOST CLOTHING PRICES INCREASE 


‘Average prices paid by North Car- 
olina farmers for specified clothing 
items on December 15, 1952 were gen- 
erally higher than prices paid on Sep- 
tember 15, 1952. The only items 

(Continued on Page 2) 


U. S. PRICES RECEIVED OFF 
SLIGHTLY; P‘ARITY RATIO 
DOWN 1 POINT 


Lower prices for cattle, eggs, milk, 
potatoes, wheat, and corn during the 
month ended February 15, 1953, \were 
offset only in part by higher prices for 
hogs, cotton, and some other commodi- 
ties. This resulted in a 4 point (one 
and a half percent) drop in the Index of 
Prices Received by Farmers, to 263 
percent of the 1910-14level. The 
February index was 16 percent below 
the all-time peak of February 1951, 
but 6 percent above June 1950, just 
before the Korean outbreak. 

During the month ended February 15 
the Parity Index (Index of Prices Paid 
by Farmers including Interest, Taxes, 
and Wage Rates) declined 2 points 
(nearly 1 percent) to 280. This decline 
resulted primarily from lower prices 
for food, feeder cattle, and livestock 

(Continued on Page 3) 


JANUARY HATCHINGS 
HIGHEST OF RECORD 


Commercial hatcheries in North 
Carolina produced 5,090,000 chicks 
during January -- an increase of 12 per- 
cent over hatchings in January 1952. 
Chick output during the month was 77 
percent greater than the 5 year (1947- 
51) average and the largest January 
production of record in the State. 

Across the Nation, the number of 
chicks produced by commercial hatch- 
eries during January was 4 percent 
larger than a year earlier and is the 
largest January production of record. 
Froduction of chicks during the month 
totaled 127,315,000 compared with 
122,726,000 during January last year 
and the 1947-51 average of 74,827,000. 
The demand for commercial broiler 
chicks continues strong, and orders for 
flock replacements are about up to 
last year, indicating the continuing 
trend for early hatched pullets. 


TOBACCO PLANT BEDS SEEDED BY MOST FARMERS 
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NUMBERS, VALUE PER HEAD, AND TOTAL VALUE OF LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1 CLOTHING PRICES (Cont'd) 


[ NORTH CAROLINA , ; 
showing a decrease from the previous 
CLASS NUMBER ON FARMS JAN. TOTAL VALUE quarter were overalls, . undershirts, 
OF 5 
LIVESTOCK shorts and rubber boots (knee-length). 


1942-51 Prices of all other items were un- 
(THOUSAND HEAD) (DoLLARS) (THOUSAND DOLLARS) changed or above the averages of mid- 


HORSES & COLTS....... 92 78 80.00 74.00 6,240 September. Compared with Decembe 
MULES & COLTS........ 279 236 149.00 | 125.00 35, 164 Pt att ae 
ALL CATTLE & CALVES.. 694 796 140.00 | 105.00 111,440 15,‘ 1951 prices for most clothing 


Cows & HEIFERS 2 YRS. items were slightly lower. 
PLUS FOR MULK a cmice 377 376 180.00 | 140.00 67,680 I : id 
SHEEP & LAMBS...... : 43 46 27.00 | 21.20 1,242 n general,. prices paid by Tar 


HOGS & P1G6S.s........ 1,214 1,308 27.30] 22.20 35,708 Heel farmers were somewhat lower 


CHITRENS 22 neal 12 767 E fale yaa 1.45 1.30 18, 485 ; d 
TORKEYS Sooo eke 48 ey) 7.40} 6.40 than the National average. 


UNITED STATES 


HORSES & COLTS....... Hab) 4,330 3,870 45.80 47.20 198,193. 
MULES &@ COLTs....%.%- 2,916 1,913 1,786 72.40] 65.30 138,578 
ALL CATTLE & CALVES... 80,491 87,844! 93,696] 179.00 | 128.00 | 15,722,846 69 LL ONO 
Cows & HEIFERS 2 YRS. 0.4| FLABSnSSannsrnge 
PLUS FOR MILK....... 25,734 23,369 23,996 | 251.00] 202.00 5,870,630 < LOMO “Swe In! 
ALL SHEEP............ | 41,427 | 32,088| 31.611 2 : 893,913 SQ) an aioe} 
SToCK SHEEP & LAMBS., 35,861 28,050 27,857 28 .00 15.80 786,415 a 
HOGS & PiGsSiss sce 62,827 63,582 54,632 30.00 25.90 1,905, 390 ; 
CHICKENS.....+.2.......| 468.785 |449,925] 431,410 1.53 1.41 689,293 a 
TURKEY 3 cctetcccsc aperstetes eta 6,003 5,822 5,339 6.99 6.16 40.720 32,906 E lwo COC) Ht HH Mme 
Es [IO oe Re esscu ooh pe eeoa sean 
|i ay DMO OND O Hod Ht 
3A 63 rt eed "SOC in 
NUMBER OF LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1, BY CLASSES a 
me 
CLASS NORTH CAROLINA UNITED STATES 3 


OF 
LIVESTOCK 1952 1953 1953 
REVISED PRELIMINARY PRELIMINARY , 


(THOUSAND HEAD) 
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KA Hort or 19 
HORSES =a TOTAL: cee cess « 78 75 4,330 3,870 SI 
2 YEARS PLUS... o42 500 een 76 73 4,096 3,660 5 
VeZ YEARS 65 si sreicceipie cies oc 1 1 124 109 a 
UNDER 1 YEAR... .csceceas 1 i 110 101 
MULES §e TOTAL. occa sec cress 236 222 1,913 1,766 a 
2 YEARS PLUS....0...204- 234 220 1,884 1,738 per} 
: ae : 93, fy Tr 
pep be atoh tater oS 796 892 87,844 696 her ZSLSRsessssesean 
Cows 2 YEARS PLUS.....% 376 399 23, 369 23,996 ey MSN OSes : ‘ 
HEIFERS 1-2 YEARS...... 86 93 5,719 5,970 By 
HEIFER CALVES.......%~. 100 106 6,549 6,913 2 
OTHER ANIMALS: : is) = 
Cows 2 YEARS PLUS...... 77 102 ean het = 
HEIFERS 1-2 YEARS...... 50 57 881 4 B tod 
CALVES SO er cee es 67 87 15.836 pereze 2 SBBRRNSLessssrRe 
STEERS 1 YEAR PLUS... ; A 3S ele leis *l elses #8 io la liel¢ 
BULLS 1 YEAR PLUS...... 14 17 1,768 1,900 = |e Fa TeN pe Sa 
SHEEP - TOTAL... .crceccss 46 48 32,088 31,611 = 
ON FEED... .cccececcsvese . : 4,038 3,754 a eS 
STOCK T SHEEP icsve els ceielelesiels 46 48 28,050 27,857 Oo 
EWE LAMBS... ccm ecsccscse 9 8 5,065 4,011 Ps z 
WETHER & RAM LAMBS...... i 1 831 836 na SRO MACROS AD eao 
EWES 1 YEAR PLUS........ 32 35 21,034 21,878 QHOAIMOMHESAOMAR 
RAMS 1 YEAR PLUS......+- 3 3 843 870 SI QOPI ON GIO oe 
WETHERS 1 YEAR PLUSeoecce i 1 277 26 2 a 
HOGS + TOTAL eocvceccecces 1,308 1,203 63,582 54,632 S 
UNDER 8 MON THScceccccece 788 686 35,112 30,797 i 
Sows & GILTS 6 MOS, PLUS 196 164 9,637 8,262 z 
OTHERS 6 MONTHS PLUSsece 324 353 18,833 15,573 
CHICKENS = TOTAL cosoccace 12,748 12,786 449,925 431,410 oo fe 
HENSccoccccendcevebvevese 4.811 5,196 143,748 151,029 ra = Gemstar pas artes fear a ef aera 2G = 
PULLETSepcccccccepecesss 6,113 5,930 276,113 254,606 w| 8 SESSSSSSSSRISES 
OTHER CHICKENS* seccccese 1,824 1,660 30,064 25,775 S A A A ed yy Oy Bd A SS SS 
TURKEYS + TOTAL cviccocced 57 60 §,.822 5,339 s 
BREEDER HENSoccvecevvcee 34 35 3,828 3, 446 2 
* Does not include commercial broilers ee iadatate tage) chewadeeens S 
S Wace Cie Sheela aeons 
= i rie Weta 
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LIVESTOCK NUMBERS AND VALUES Q ie ‘ a see “43 pee 
< ao lished do Ree eee 
Sates robe wi owe re ee 
Livestock on farms in North Caro- year average, while all cattle and sheep 8 ra iS et tie Gg CES 
lina as of January 1,‘ 1953, with the were substantially higher. Swine held eS 383 BS := 6 5 Baa 
exception of swine, generally continued close to the 10-year average but de- ro 92 oeP Shaae ons 
to follow the trend of recent years. clined sharply from a year ago. The a Regd Od 12h gk oo 
Work stock, including horses and mules, number of chickens on farms in the é dangs Cees iene ana 
ropped noticea rom the numbers on ate was sli igher than either a HP OOMOTOOCODmOUH 
dropped bly f I b Stat lightly higher th th = 309 og gee gk 
farms on January 1.'195Z, and the 10- year earlier or the 10-year average. | Asa Sassaugsensa 
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MONTHLY AND ANNUAL MILK PRODUCTION ON FARMS, NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES 
1941-50 AVERAGE, 


1951 AND 1952 


NORTH CAROLINA 


. Milk Cows | Production Totel 
Month! On Farms | Per Cow Production 1/ 
1951 1951 | 1952 1951 | 1952 
Rev, | Prel. 


(Thousands) 


FARM REPORT 


____UNITED STATES | 
Total 
Production ]/ 
1941-50 1951 
Average |} Revised 


116, 738 


V Fucludes milk sucked by calves and milk produced by cows not on farms. 
Av 
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MILK PRODUCTION 


Preliminary estimates set milk pro- 
duction in North Carolina during 1952 
at 1.6 billion pounds, an all-time high 
record. Production in the State during 
the year was nearly 2 percent above 
1951 and 9 percent above the 1941-50 
average. National production during 
1952 at 115.1 billion pounds was slight 
ly above the 114.8 billion pounds pro- 
duced in 1951 but was 1.4 percent below 
the 1941-50 average. 


Corn prices are likely to strengthe 


26 
8, 664 
, 891 


8, 389 
115, 117 


en later in the season hut feed prices 
generally are likely to remain below a 


the first half of 


114,841 


year earlier through 


19 53. 


erage number on farus during year - heifers that have not freshened 


excluded. 


FEED PRICES 


Prices paid for most feeds purchased by North Carolina 
farmers declined or remained unchanged for the month ended 
February 15. 

‘All mixed dairy feed prices decreased from 5 to 10 cents 
per hundredweight except the 16% protein content feed which 
was unchanged from the previous month. 

Compared with the same period a year ago, current prices 
paid for mixed dairy feeds averaged 14 cents less than the 
1952 prices paid. However cottonseed meal was up 15 cents 
from last year’s price. Bran, middlings and. scratch grain 
were 15 cents below last year’s price. Meat scrap showed 
the largest drop of any item decreasing from 6.60 in February 
1952 to 5.40 this month. Soybean meal, com meal and laying 
mash prices were unchanged from the previous year. 


FEED PRICES PAID BY FARMERS FEB. 
WITH COMPARISONS 


North Carolina 


gan. 15 Feb. 15 
1953 1953 


= Dollars = 


15, 1953 


United States 
Feed Per ; 
Hundredweight 


Mixed Dairy Feed 
eee 20% protein 


os00 0 8160) 0 00:08 4, 35 4, 30 4.37 4. 30 
16% protein..... 4.15 4, 15 4, 26 4. 19 
18% protein..... 4. 30 4.2 4. 37 4. 34 
Boca 4,60 4. 50 4.52 4.44 
4.85 4.55 4. 84 4. 78 
5. 40 5. 30 5.32 5. 19 
seed meal...... - = 5.42 5. 38 
Soybean meal...... 5. 20 5.00 5.09 4.93 
Cottonseed meal... 4,60 4.60 5. 14 5.03 
6. 10 5.40 8.07 5. 76 
4. 10 4.05 3. 58 
1°73 480 393 

4.75 : : 
Drecia cls = 4. 23 
ye . 40 5. 02 
: 4. . 65 4. 43 

Broiler growing 
MAN Slane colasees 5. 50 5. 38 
Poultry ration a/ | 4.48 3. 96 
paid 


a/ Average of prices 
received for grain. 


U. S. PRICES (Continued) 


feed. Slight offsetting advances were noted for motor sup- 
plies. The mid-February index was 3 percent below the peak 
first reached in ‘April 1952 but 10 percent above June 1950. 

‘As a result of the greater drop in Prices Received, than 
in the Parity Index, the Parity Ratio declined 1 point to 94 
the lowest since Tune 1941! 


JANUARY SLAUGHTER ABOVE ‘A YEAR ‘AGO 


Total commercial slaughter in North Carolina during Jan- 
uary was higher for all species compared with January 1952. 

Commercial meat production in the United States during 
January 1953 totaled 2,117 million pounds. Production was 
down 4 percent from the 2,198 million pounds produced dur 
ing December 1952 but was 2 percent above the 2070 mil- 
lion pounds produced during January 1952. 


JANUARY LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER ° 


Total 
Liveweight 


Jan. j Jan. 

1952 1953 
Thous. Lbs. 

6,827 6, 982 
575 6138 


Number 
Slaughtered 


CSE Ocaicccteatcce 
Calves. coceucsse 
Sheep and Lambs. 
HO@Sis sc viv ctcre.sisls a\e 


12, 883 14, 769 


U. §. 
Caterer crits cele 
Calves: fice cc.ee 
Sheep and Lambs. 
HOGS. wc vcceccece 


* Includes slaughter under Federal inspection and other 
wholesale and retail slaughter; excludes farm slaughter. 


With the volume of farm marketings up about 5 percent dur- 
ing the first 17 months of 1952, farmers’ cash receipts from 
marketings, at 30.1 billion dollars, were up only 1 percent 
from the corresponding period in 1951. 


FARM REPORT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE To Avolp 
ee Bureau of Agricultural Economics PAYMENT OF POSTAGE $300 
Raleigh, N. C. (PMGC) 
Compiled by authority of the Ta a eS 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
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and published by the 
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Division of Statistics 
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CROP REPORTERS AND AGRICULTURAL WORKERS RAID 


DD nw 
Prank Parker, Statistician in Charge LIB} ARY ’ 
e nopm 4 
Us. 5... DE Se OK AGRIC. 
RRC ATMA 
PRIMARILY FOR DISTRIBUTION TO WASHINGTON aos D * 
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ORIGINAL INFORMATION DIRECT FROM 
FARMERS AND OTHFR LOCAL SOURCES 
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PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS FEBRUARY 15, 1953 COMPARISON OF U. S. PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS 
WITH COMPARISONS 


AND PARITY PRICES 


Prices Received| Parity or Average Prices 
. By Farmers Comparable As Percentage 
Commodity Prices Of Parity 
Feb. 15} Jan. 15]/Feb. 15}Jan.15] Feb.15 
1953 1953 1953 1953 1953 


- Dollars - - Percent - 


eoeee 
eeeeee 
eoeeee 


eoeee 


yoo i 89 

g - 265 . 266 ool - 308 9 135 86 
Beef cattle, 24 (Cwt.0] 16/50) 910'15. 3098 eigess” «= ) eee Doz, -458 .42 .474¢/ 4706/1014) 1034/ 
Veal Calves... Milk, whlse,cwt] 4.84 a/ 4.66 b/ 4.74 4. 70 96d/2/ 97d/ 


Revised. b/ Preliminary. ¢c/ Transitional parity 80% (85% dur- 
ing 1952) of parity price computed under formula in use prior to 
Jan. 1, 1950. d/ Percentage of seasonally adjusted prices to 
parity prices. 


Hay, all b . : 6 Marketings of hogs are expected to drop sharply this win- 
Sweet Potatoes : : ; : ter and be well below a year earlier, while the slaughter of 
Apples, comm.. ° +0 : : cattle and calves will be considerably above the winter of 
Lespedeza Seed . 
1952, 
Sericea..... 

NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 
af Revised. b/ Preliminary. c/ fhe all hay price is _ (N.C. PRICES RECEIVED 1909-14 = 100 PERCENT) 
the weighted average of separate kinds, including an 3 Feb. 15 Feb. 15 | Feb.15 } Feb. 15 
allowance for minor kinds. 1953 1952 1951 


LOCAL MARKET POULTRY FEED-PRICE RATIOS 
JANUARY 15, 1953 WITH COMPARISONS 


North Carolina | United States 


Dairy Products. 


Poultry Feed-Price Miscellaneous 


Ratio a “5 Ratio of prices 
oy Jan. 15 Feb. 15 Jan. 15 Pe received to paid a 
Egg-Feed (Laying Mash)..... Theis 10. ; 
Farm Chicken-feed b/..... oe 2 5 5.7 6. Prices received. ... 
Broiler-feed (broiler mash A : 5.2 Prices paid 
TUrkey=TCCAGE/ 5 sieisiae vs ete sts : Ay 8.3 Interest & taxes.. 


| Ratio of prices 
a/ Pounds of feed equal in value to 1 dozen eggs: 1 pound Received to paid.. 
farm chickens: 1 pound broilers: 1 pound turkeys, liveweight. 
b/ Poultry Ration. a/ Ratio of WN. C. prices received to J. S. prices paid. 


